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NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY — ADELAIDE BOMBING 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.04 pm]: I wish to advise members of a significant 
breakthrough in the investigation into the 1994 bombing of the National Crime Authority’s headquarters in 
Adelaide, which killed Western Australian Detective Sergeant Geoffrey Leigh Bowen and seriously injured NCA 
lawyer Peter Wallis. At the time of the bombing, Detective Sergeant Bowen was seconded to the NCA. This crime 
was a shocking and tragic incident that permanently impacted the lives of many people, especially the Bowen 
family, and left an indelible mark on law enforcement throughout Australia. 

On 1 March 2018, Domenic Perre was arrested and charged with the murder of Detective Sergeant Bowen and the 
attempted murder of Mr Wallis. This breakthrough is the result of dedicated work by police and law enforcement 
officers across Australia. Perre’s arrest and charges follow a cold case review by South Australia Police, in 
conjunction with other agencies. The investigation was led by the major crime investigation branch, with officers 
conducting an intensive review of all aspects of the crime. Advancements in technology and scientific processes 
assisted the investigation. The WA Police Force was kept appraised and assisted, including with family support. 

I also acknowledge the member for Girrawheen, who at that time of the bombing was working at the NCA in Perth. 
The death of her colleague Detective Sergeant Bowen and the serious injury to her counterpart Peter Wallis was 
a terrible tragedy. The member for Butler also appeared for Sergeant Bowen’s widow, Mrs Jane Bowen–Sutton, at 
the inquest in Adelaide into the death of Detective Sergeant Bowen. 

The charging of Perre comes almost 24 years to the day after the parcel bomb exploded in the NCA office. 
Detective Sergeant Bowen is survived by his widow Jane and their sons, Simon and Matthew. Simon Bowen is 
a serving detective with the WA Police Force. Detective Sergeant Geoffrey Bowen served at the Geraldton, 
Mundaring and Dampier Police stations; the criminal investigation branch; mobile patrol 5; Morley CIB; and the 
NCA. He was awarded the National Police Service Medal on 15 September 1992. I am sure that members will join 
me in extending our thoughts to Sergeant Bowen’s family, friends and former colleagues at this time. 
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